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Editorial 


Our Objective—Prevent Home Accidents 


be RATE OF deaths from home accidents decreased 40 percent from 1928 to 1955. 
This heartening fact is a greatcredit to all the organizations which have contrib- 
uted to the prevention of accidents in the home. All kinds of organizations help: 
official and voluntary, business and industry. All levels assist: national, State, and 
local. 

Most activities which help to prevent home accidents are part of general safety 
or other programs. Integrating home safety into on-going programs is obviously the 
procedure which is most appropriate for most groups. Of course, certain organiza- 
tions devote enough time and money to home safety to require full-time coordinators, 
or even a home safety unit consisting of several professional people. 

Organizations can do a better job working together than they can working sep- 
arately. Such united effort is especially necessary for home safety because we are 
trying to reach more than 160 million people living in more than 40 million homes. 
Naturally, the efforts of a single organization help; but it takes all of us working 
together really to do the job that needs to be done. 

One of the first steps in the development of a cooperative program is to find 
out who is doing what for home safety. National organizations working together as 
the Home Safety Conference decided to make a systematic collection of such infor- 
mation and to call this the Home Safety Inventory. In 1955 an experimental or “trial 
run” was made, and this year the Kellogg Foundation awarded a grant to assist in 
establishing the Inventory on a continuing basis. 

The Home Safety Conference Inventory Committee wisely directed the staff to 
conduct the Home Safety Inventory as a program procedure—a tool to be used for 
the development of local and State home safety programs. The Inventory is a spe- 
cific and easily understood procedure which facilitates cooperative effort and lends 
to continued cooperation on other home safety activities. 

Likewise, self-evaluation is a part of the Home Safety Inventory plan. Further 
developments are sure to lead to improved procedures for determining which of all 
possible home safety activities are most effective in the prevention of home injuries. 

Many organizations are working together for the 1956 Home Safety Inventory 
to continue the steady decrease in the rate of deaths from home accidents. Their 
continued success seems assured. 


Ned H. Dearborn 
President 
National Safety Council 
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THE HOME SAFETY CONFERENCE 
SPONSORS THE INVENTORY 


hw Home Sarety Conference is 
a meeting point for representa- 
tives of the national organizations 
conducting programs that include 
the prevention of acci‘ents in the 
home, and it is a part of the Na- 
tional Safety Council. The confer- 
ence has three representatives on 
the N.S.C. Board of Directors: 
Donald E. Mumford, Miss Edith 
Ramsay, and George M. Wheat- 
ley, M.D. 


The conference consists of three 
Community Service 
Groups, Miss Mary M. Weeks, 
chairman; Health and Medical, 
Fred Long, M.D., chairman; and 
Home Building and Equipment, 
Miss Edith Ramsay, chairman. 

At the annual Home Safety Con- 
ference meeting, October 18, 1955, 
in Chicago, Walter Cutter, Ph.D.. 
chairman of the Inventory Commit- 
tee of the conference, reported on 
the 1955 Home Safety Inventory. 
The conference voted to place the 
Inventory on a calendar year basis 
and requested all participating or- 


sections: 


CHAIRMAN 





Donald E. Mumford 
Director of Safety 

New York Central System 
New York, N. Y. 
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N.S.C. Photo 


Home Safety Conference holds annual meeting October 18, 1955. The picture above 
shows Fred Long, M.D., presiding at the Health and Medical Section meeting. 


ganizations to increase their efforts 
for the 1956 Home Safety Inventory. 

The next annual meeting of the 
Home Safety Conference will be 
held Tuesday, October 23, 1956, at 
the Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago. 


CHAIRMAN-ELECT 


John C. Thornton 

Chairman, Committee on Human Safcty 
American Institute of Architects 

Royal Oak, Mich. 


Similar conferences’ function in 
the industrial, traffic, school, and 
farm fields. Through these confer- 
ences, the members of the National 
Safety Council plan and coordinate 
safety programs in these fields. 


SECRETARY OJ 





N.S.C. Photo 


Thomas Fansler 

Director, Home Safety Division 
National Safety Council 
Chicago, II. 
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HOME SAFETY INVENTORY 
TIME TABLE 


Mailing of announcement leaflet What’s 

















Going on in Home Safety? to safety chair- 





men of organizations should be completed. 


Luncheon meeting of directors of State 





and Local Home Safety Inventory Centers; 
12:15 to 4:00 p.m. in Room 19, Conrad 
Hilton Hotel, Chicago, IIl. 











National Safety Council mail question- 


Heme Safety Conference of the 


Notional Sefety Council 
Chweago. Ht 





naire forms to State Inventory Centers. 


State Centers mail bulk supply of ques- 











tionnaire forms to any Local Home Safety 


Inventory Centers in State. 











Individual local organizations receive forms. 


Inventory Centers use opportunities to encourage complete re- 


porting. 








Local organizations start sending filled out questionnaires to Local 
Home Safety Inventory Centers, organization’s State headquarters, 


or State Inventory Center—depending on State plan. 








Deadline to send local Home Safety Inventories to State organiza- 





tion. 


Where desired, editing of State Home Safety Inventories by State 





Inventory Centers. 


Deadline for all State Home Safety Inventory reports to be sent to 








the Home Safety Conference, National Safety Council, in Chicago. 

















APRIL 
ae 7 Q y Forms statistically tabulated and analyzed and summaries go back 
u s 1617 181920 to States and communities; national summaries published; and ar- 
1 22 23 24 25 26 27 ; nile 
28 29 30 31 ticles submitted to various periodicals. 
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THE INVENTORY COMMITTEE 
DETERMINES BASIC POLICY 


By Walter Cutter, Ph.D. 


Chairman, Inventory Committee 
Home Safety Conference 


Hi ew INVENTORY Committee was 
appointed by Donald E. Mum- 
ford, chairman of the Home Safety 
Conference, to deal with what 
turned out to be a most interesting 
and stimulating job. Between the 
beginnings of the committee’s work 
and the appearance of this special 





Chairman 

Walter Cutter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 

Center for Safety Education 
Division of General Education 
New York University 

New York, N. Y. 


Inventory issue of the Home Safety 
Review lay a bit of hard work. 
The committee members, all rep- 
resentatives of national, State, or 
local organizations, and all heartily 
appreciated by the chairman, 
worked hard giving thought and 
time to the task of determining basic 





i 
Studio The New York Times 


Vice Chairman 








Howard Ennes 

Director 

Bureau of Public Health 

Medical Department 

Equitable Life Assurance Society 
of the U.S. 

New York, N. Y. 





Madeleine E. Morcy, M.D. 

Regional Medical Director 

Region III, Children’s Bureau 

Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare 

Charlottesville, Va. 


Harold D. Rose 

Chief 

Home Accident Prevention Program 

Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health 

Boston, Mass. 


policies to guide the development of 
the 1955 Home Safety Inventory. 
The result is before you, and what 
has been done to date will continue 
to be improved. 

As a committee, we decided that 
State Home Safety Inventory Cen- 
ters were the most logical and 
practical system for collecting in- 
formation for the Inventory. We 
emphasized that these collecting 
points should be coordinating, fed- 
erated, or council-type organizations 
wherever possible. In States where 
no such group is functioning or in- 
terested in participating, we directed 
Ralph Kuhli, who is the staff ad- 
ministrator for the Inventory, to in- 
vite appropriate official agencies to 
serve. Phil Dykstra, senior consult- 
ant, Home Safety Division, National 
Safety Council, is working full-time 





M. F. Biancardi 

Manager 

Safety Services Department 
Industrial Relations Division 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 





A. F. Schaplowsky 

Director 

Division of Health Education Services 
Kansas State Board of Health 
Topeka, Kans. 
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with directors of State Home Safety 
Inventory Centers. 

Recognizing the importance of 
community home safety programs, 
we directed that where practicable 
counties or communities be invited 
to take local Home Safety Inven- 
tories. Miss Doris E. Mersdorf, senior 
consultant, is working full-time with 
directors of Local Centers. Mem- 
bers of the committee urged that 
the home safety activities of small 
local organizations should not be 
lost in numerical tabulations and 
that Inventory plans should include 
the contributions of these small local 
organizations without losing their 
identities. Some Local Home Safety 
Inventory Centers plan to mimeo- 
graph the narratives received from 
all local organizations and staple the 
pages into a booklet for local 
distribution. 





Miss Eunice Heywood 

Assistant Director 

Div. of Home Economics Programs 
Federal Extension Service 

U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D. C 


It should constantly be kept in 
mind that the main purpose of the 
Inventory is to stimulate, encour- 
age, and coordinate; all these local, 


State, and national organizations ° 


are not asked to contribute informa- 
tion for the Home Safety Inventory 
merely to accumulate statistics. 


A new spirit is breathing through 
the home safety field. Admittedly 
the area of our total experience 
where the most accidental injuries 
occur, the home, has received in 
general the least concerted atten- 
tion. It has suffered from lack of a 
comprehensive program and sus- 
tained interest.. Now the program is 
being improved, and in this im- 
provement the Inventory should 
play a conspicuous part. The whole 
purpose of the Inventory is to 
strengthen home safety program 





Miss Elizabeth Kasey 

Safety Consultant 

Safety and Occupational Health Bureau 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 

New York, N. Y. 


planning by making available to 
any who are interested the cumu- 
lative and dynamic experience of 
all. There is no reason now for the 
committees’ and communities’ not 
knowing what to do. Tested pro- 
grams are available for adaptation 
to their own problems. 


Success will depend on two 
elements: 


@ a flow of good material to the 
State Home Safety Inventory 
Centers — selected State agen- 
cies—and from them to the 
National Safety Council; and 


@ the increased use of the mate- 
rials throughout the land. 


The Home Safety Inventory is in 
a literal sense an inspiring sort of 
job, because the goal is inspiring: 
home, safe home! 





Affiliated Photo—Conway 


Mrs. Marjorie B. May 

Director 

Home, School and College Divisions 
Greater New York Safety Council, Inc. 
New York, N. Y. 





C. George Segeler 
Engineer of Utilization 
American Gas Association 
New York, N. Y. 
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H. C. Steed, Jr. 

Director 

Home Safety Unit 

Environmental Health Services 

Georgia State Department of 
Public Health 

Atlanta, Ga. 


Miss Mary M. Weeks 

Health and Safety Adviser 
Program Development Division 
Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 

New York, N. Y. 








Wor ber hae cee pelTr 


By Ralph Kuhli 


jee Home Sarety Inventory pro- 
vides national organizations with 
a unique opportunity to develop the 
home portion of their safety pro- 
grams and to get more information 
on what their State and local units 
are doing to help to prevent acci- 
dents in the home. 

This is an especially appropriate 
time for a national organization to 
be sure that its State and local units 
have information about activities 
which help to prevent home acci- 
dents. The national president or 
safety chairman could write an ar- 
ticle on home safety activities for 
the periodical published by his or- 
ganization and possibly send a spe- 
cial home safety memorandum to 
the heads or safety chairmen of 
State or local units. 


National Announcements 

Such articles and memoranda 
could include the suggestion that 
now is the time to save file copies 
of papers concerning home safety 
activities so that one doesn’t have to 
rely just on memory next January 
when he tries to recall details for 
filling out his Home Safety In- 
ventory report form. Suggestions 
for wording this suggestion may be 
found in the leaflet What’s Going on 
in Home Safety? available now 
from the National Safety Council 
and from State Home Safety Inven- 
tory Centers. There is no copyright 
on the contents of this leaflet; the 
words and illustrations may be used 
or revised to suit the organization 
using them. 


State Announcements 
The first Home Safety Inventory 
in 1955 was a trial run to field test 


Procedure for 


Ong ° Ly | 


to Promote the Home Safety Inventory 


the procedures which had been pro- 
posed, and the State Home Safety 
Inventory Centers were found to be 
a very important part of the plan. 
(See page 10.) 

Within each State, these directors 
of State Centers are working closely 
with representatives of the statewide 
organizations interested. For ex- 
ample, the director of a State Cen- 
ter might have invited the State 
safety chairman of a particular 
statewide organization to serve on 
the State Home Safety Inventory 
Committee to participate in plan- 
ning and carrying out their State 
Inventory program. The State 
safety chairman has possibly asked 
the director of the State Inventory 
Center for a supply of the an- 
nouncement leaflets What’s Going 
on in Home Safety? and sent them 
to local units with a letter of 


transmittal. 





Ralph Kuhli is assistant director of the 
Home Safety Division, National Safety 


Council. He is the staff administrator 
for the Home Safety Inventory. 


A State safety chairman would 
derive great benefit from the na- 
tional Home Safety Inventory lead- 
ership of his parent organization. 
Probably the State safety chairman 
would appreciate tips on _ policies 
and recommended procedures, and 
some encouragement. 


Local Announcements 


About fifty communities have de- 
cided to take a Local Home Safety 
Inventory. (See page 16). Of course, 
the director of the Local Center han- 
dles all aspects of the Inventory in 
his area and gets his supplies of 
announcements and forms from the 
director of his State Center. 


In these communities, most local 
units are probably getting their first 
word about the Inventory from their 
Local Home Safety Inventory Cen- 
ter. It would be a big help if the 
local unit president or safety chair- 
man also had the encouragement of 
the national and State office of his 
organization. 


The Final Reports 


Next January, the flow of infor- 
mation is reversed in these organi- 
zational channels of communication. 
Present plans call for local units to 
fill out 3 copies of the simple Home 
Safety Inventory form: 


@ | copy to be retained locally 
or at the State office of the or- 
ganization — whichever they 
prefer; 


@ 1 copy to be retained at the 


State Center as part of the State 
Home Safety Inventory; 


@ | copy to be sent to the Home 
Safety Conference at Chicago for 
tabulations and analyses. 


Thus the State office of a na- 
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tional organization could prepare a 
report from the forms received from 
local units and send it on at once 
to the national safety chairman or 
president. 

National organizations will also 
be able to have special tabulations 


and summaries prepared in coopera- 
tion with the Statistics and Research 
Division and the Home Safety Divi- 
sion of the National Safety Council. 

The national organization can 
publish their special report in their 
own periodicals, in the Home Safety 


Review, and in other appropriate 
publications of their selection. 

National leadership by the organ- 
izations concerned is necessary to 
make the most effective use of the 
many opportunities provided by the 
Home Safety Inventory. 


Woman’s Auxiliary of the AMA 


By Mrs. Robert Flanders 


President, Woman’s Auxiliary 
American Medical Association 





Laurier Studio 


Mrs. Robert Flanders 


N our 33rd annual convention in 
Chicago in June, I stressed 
accidents as a major problem which 
we will combat. 

The Auxiliary is promoting safety 
in the home and on the highway. 
Our real responsibility is on the side 
of positive prevention. 

Woman’s Auxiliary leadership can 
stimulate and strengthen local pro- 
grams for the prevention of acci- 
dents in the home, and I urge 
Auxiliary members to increase their 
participation in communitywide 
home safety programs. 

As a part of the 1956 Home 
Safety Inventory, we are making a 
special effort to gather information 


4-H Safety in the Home 


By C. C. Lang 


Associate Leader 

4-H Club and YMW Programs 
Federal Extension Service 

U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D. C. 


. teryre Sally tripped at the 
head of the stairs. She landed 
at the base with a broken leg and 
arm. Weeks of discomfort, doctor 
bills, and upset family plans 
followed. 

Grandma tripped at the head of 
the stairs. She caught a newly 





Cc. C. Lang 
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placed handrail. Her bones were 
not broken. 

Grandma’s granddaughter, Patty, 
was a 4-H Club member. She had 
checked her home for hazards and 
marked them. Just the week before 
her father had installed the hand- 
rail and had removed five other 
home hazards. 

Of the more than two million 
4-H Club members, latest figures 
show that about 762,000 learned or 
did something about safety. 

4-H Clubs use two ways to stress 
safety. First, many members in- 
clude safety measures in their indi- 
vidual projects. Second, they often 
include safety as a part of their club 
activity program. 

In the foods project, for example, 
girls learn correct cutting with 
knives, the proper use of an oven, 
or lighting the gas safely. They dis- 
cover the dangers of bacterial ac- 
tion with milk dishes left in warm 
places. They are taught to prevent 
botulism poisoning. They find out 


about the home safety activities of 
local and State Woman’s Auxil- 
iaries. This will be useful in local 
and State programs, and of course I 
need such reports of our activities 
on home safety. This Inventory will 
also give us information about the 
home safety activities of others. 


We ask Woman’s Auxiliaries to 
start now to save papers concerning 
their home safety activities. Such 
papers will be needed next January 
when local Auxiliaries will be asked 
to fill out a simple 1-page report 
to send to the State office of the 
Auxiliary. 

Working together we can do more 
to help to prevent accidents. 


pressure cooker dangers. They keep 
baking soda and lye in separate 
storage. Pasteurization becomes a 
familiar process to them. 


Around the home they learn of 
that most common accident, the 
fall, which occurs in bathtubs, on 
stairways, on throw rugs, and else- 
where. They learn to label and store 
kerosene safely, how to use matches, 
and about the new weed killers 
which need the cautious handling 
that poisons have always needed. 


Good housekeeping calls for tidy 
rooms, a place to put everything 
and everything in its place. This in 
itself promotes home safety. 


The activity of safety calls for 
action. But it also calls for knowl- 
edge of what is safe and not safe. 
Too, the attitude of safety con- 
sciousness needs developing. 


Because of the individual and 
teamwork efforts of 4-H Club mem- 
bers and their leaders many people 
are not only safer, but happier. 








STATEWIDE HOME 
SAFETY PROGRAMS 
Through the Inventory 


pipe success of the 1956 Home 
Safety Inventory will naturally 
depend on the contributions of thou- 
sands of individuals and groups. 
However, the efforts of one partic- 
ular group, namely, directors of the 
State Home Safety Inventory Cen- 
ters, will undoubtedly play a dom- 
inant role in determining the final 
results. On these 48 individuals, and 
the organizations they represent, 
rests a major responsibility for de- 
veloping this project into a con- 
structive tool in reducing home ac- 
cidents. 

The importance of the State In- 
ventory Centers was early recog- 
nized by those charged with the or- 
ganization and development of the 
1956 Inventory. In its first meeting, 
held on February 23, 1956, the 
Home Safety Inventory Committee 
stated: “State collecting points [note 
that the broader term ‘State Inven- 
tory Centers’ had not yet developed] 
appear to be the most logical and 
practical manner of collecting in- 
formation for the Inventory.” The 
committee further directed, and this 
is important, “These collecting 
points should be coordinating, fed- 
erated, or council-type organizations 
wherever possible. Where no such 
group is functioning, or interested in 
participating, official state agencies 
should be invited to serve; and 
where practicable, state organiza- 
tions should aid in the selection of 
their state collecting point.” 


Complying with this directive, the 
staff of the Home Safety Division of 
the Nationa! Safety Council pro- 
ceeded to contact appropriate indi- 
viduals and groups in each State. 


10 


By Phil Dykstra 


A hasty run-down indicates that the 
State Inventory Centers include 11 
Safety Councils, 3 State safety de- 
partments, 2 State safety societies, 32 
State health departments, and 1 
State Medical Society. 


The term “State Inventory Cen- 
ters” soon replaced “State Collect- 
ing Points” when it became ap- 
parent that the responsibilities of 
these State organizations would be 
far broader than the mere accumu- 
lation of reports from local groups. 
Thus it was felt that “State Inven- 
tory Centers” more closely identified 
the responsibility of the organiza- 
tion to include the broader activities 
of coordination, editing, and evalua- 
tion of the reports received. 


Now, specifically, what are the 
responsibilities of a Home Safety In- 
ventory Center? Basically, the or- 
ganizations working together on the 
Inventory are primarily desirous 
that the State Center: (1) publicize 
as widely as possible within the 
State the fact that a report of a lo- 
cal group’s 1956 home safety activ- 
ities will be wanted early in 1957, 
and (2) obtain as complete and rep- 
resentative a number of reports on 
home safety activities from the vari- 
ous organizations and industries 
within the State as it is possible for 
them to do. It is strongly urged that 
State Inventory Centers circularize 
all types of local organizations. with 
a possible interest in home safety 
within their State and not merely 
confine their efforts to local affiliates 
of their particular unit. 

Naturally, many State Inventory 


Centers will make far more exten- 
sive use than is listed above of the 





Phil kstra, senior consultant, Home 
Safety Division, National Safety Council, 
is working full-time with the directors of 
State Home Safety Inventory Centers. 


information obtained in the Inven- 
tory. They realize that this project 
can be far more helpful to them 
than the mere accumulation of sta- 
tistics and will serve as a_ useful 
tool in stimulating and coordinating 
home safety activities within their 
State. For those States which choose 
to develop the 1956 Home Safety 
Inventory into a major activity we 
suggest the following organizational 
steps. 


I. As soon as possible establish a 
State Home Safety Inventory Com- 
mittee. This can be composed of 
representatives of statewide organi- 
zations which normally include home 
safety as part of their yearly pro- 
gram or have a vital interest in the 
subject. Such a committee could 
serve as a coordinating instrument 
and aid the State Inventory Center 
in the direction of the project. 


II. By September 15, mail an- 
nouncements of the 1956 Home 
Safety Inventory to local organiza- 
tions along with an appropriate 
cover letter alerting them to the 
fact that a summary of their home 
safety activities will be requested of 
them at the close of the 1956 cal- 
endar year. These announcements 
will be supplied by the National 
Safety Council and can be distrib- 
uted: (1) directly by the State In- 
ventory Center; (2) through local 
affiliates of the State Inventory Cen- 
ters, i.e., local Safety Councils, lo- 
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cal health departments, etc.; (3) 
through State headquarters of local 
organizations, i.e., State PTA office, 
State 4-H office, State Grange of- 
fice, etc., and (4) combinations of 
the above. 


III. During the remainder of 
1956, announcements regarding the 
Inventory should be made through 
such appropriate media as news- 
papers, radio, club bulletins, organ- 
izational meetings, etc. One State 
is planning a statewide meeting deal- 
ing exclusively with the Home Safety 
Inventory and its contribution as a 
program tool. 


IV. By December | mailing of the 
short, 1l-page, program summary 
and questionnaire form — provided 
by the National Safety Council— 
to local groups and organizations 
should be completed. We suggest 
that the same channels be used for 
the mailing of this material as are 


used for distribution of the an- 
nouncements. 


V. By January 31, 1957, the State 
Inventory Center should complete 
the collection of reports from all lo- 
cal organizations. 

VI. By February 28, 1957, (if pos- 
sible) compilation and editing of 
State Home Safety Inventory re- 
ports should be completed by State 
Home Safety Inventory Centers and 
a copy of each local report and the 
State report should be forwarded to 
the National Safety Council. 


When all reports have been re- 
ceived in Chicago, these will be tab- 
ulated and correlated in various 
ways so that geographic and organi- 
zational summaries of home safety 
activities can be published nationally 
and data made available for local 
and State publications. 


The 1956 Home Safety Inventory 
will be a major contribution to 


Kansas Organizes for the Home 


By A. F. Schaplowsky 


Director 
Division of Health Education Services 
Kansas State Board of Health 


| Siam GAINED in Kansas in 
organizing and conducting a 
statewide Home Safety Inventory 
program as part of the National 
Safety Council’s Home Safety Inven- 
tory in 1955 might be helpful to 
others in preparing for the 1956 In- 
ventory. 

In developing this program, we 
decided the following steps were 
necessary and logical: (a) advising 
groups as soon as possible that an 
Inventory was being planned; (b) 
setting up the channels of communi- 
cation through which information 
could be disseminated and reports 
collected; and (c) establishing a 
method of followup to remind groups 
to return completed reports. 

As soon as we learned that a na- 
tional Inventory was planned, we ad- 
vised all groups and organizations 
with whom we were working of this 
fact and asked them to save reports, 
newspaper clippings, and other items 
referring to their programs. All re- 
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quests made to this office for safety 
materials or services were acknowl- 
edged with a brief note which in- 
cluded a paragraph alerting the 
group or individual to the forthcom- 
ing Inventory. The various State or- 
ganizations were also advised of the 
planned Inventory, and the word 
was passed through their channels to 
affiliated locals. 


Areas having large health depart- 
ments were asked to assist us in gath- 
ering reports from organizations and 
industries within their jurisdiction 
and in forwarding them to us. These 
departments then designated an in- 
dividual to be responsible for con- 
ducting the local Inventory. 


When the Inventory forms were 
received from the National Safety 
Council, they were distributed to 
local health departments for distribu- 
tion in their areas in the quantities 
they had previously requested. Forms 
were mailed from this office, with 
an appropriate cover letter, directly 
to all organizations and industries 
known to have conducted home 
safety activities and located in areas 


home safety program development 
throughout the Nation. It will help 
persons with program responsibility 
obtain the greatest return for their 
expenditure of time, energy, and 
money. 

Naturally we expect a great deal 
of variation in the steps proposed 
above. However, they have been 
listed as guide lines and as a time 
schedule. Undoubtedly a report of 
the organization and development 
of last year’s Inventory in a specific 
State will further assist States in de- 
veloping their plans. 

Kansas led all other States in the 
total number of reports submitted 
last year. Consequently, the report 
which follows, written by A. F. 
Schaplowsky, director of the 1955 
Kansas Home Safety Inventory Cen- 
ter, will no doubt contain many 
helpful ideas for other State Inven- 
tory directors. 


Safety Inventory 


of the State where there were no 
large local health departments. 


A suspense list was maintained in 
the State Center of all groups and 
organizations contacted. As com- 
pleted reports were received, appro- 
priate notations were made on this 
list. 


About one week before the dead- 
line for submitting the reports to 
the State Inventory Center, a re- 
minder was mailed to all groups 
which had not, as yet, submitted 
their report to encourage them to do 
so and to point out that it was de- 
sirable to have all programs reported 
regardless of how insignificant they 
seemed. 


Although this plan may seem to 
be very simple, we believe that, if 
groups know in advance that an In- 
ventory is to be made and are aware 
of the use that will be made of the 
collected information and of the op- 
portunity for recognition of their 
work, you will be successful in ob- 
taining a large percentage of reports 
of home safety programs in your 
State. 


1 
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DIRECTORS OF 1956 STATE 


ALABAMA 


Ralph W. Roberts 

Director 

Bureau of Vital Statistics 

Alabama State Department of Health 
State Office Building 

Montgomery 4, Ala. 


ARIZONA 


John H. Nelson 

Health Educator 

Division of Health Education 
Arizona State Department of Health 
State Office Building 

Phoenix, Ariz. 


ARKANSAS re 


Miss Fentem Utley 

Health Educator 

Arkansas State Board of Health 
State Health Building 

Little Rock, Ark. 


CALIFORNIA 


Gilbert L. Rhodes 

Chief, Home Safety Project 

California State Department of 
Public Health 

2002 Acton Street 

Berkeley 2, Calif. 
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COLORADO 


Mead-Pursell Studios 
Miss Norma Johannis 
Chief 
Public Health Education Section 
State Department of Public Health 
1422 Grant Street 
Denver 3, Colo. 


CONNECTICUT 





Robert Keehn 

Director 

Bureau of Vital Statistics 
State Department of Health 
State Office Building 
Hartford 15, Conn. 


DELAWARE 


Brooks Studio 
E. Irwin LeKites 
Field Representative 
Delaware Safety Council 
1054 DuPont Building 
Wilmington 1, Del. 


FLORIDA 


C. J. Mathes, M.D. 

Director 

Field Advisory Staff 

Florida State Board of Health 
P. O. Box 210 

Jacksonville, Fla. 











GEORGIA 





H. C. Steed, Jr. 

Engineer-Director 

Home Safety Unit 

Environmental Health Services 
Georgia Department of Public Health 
12 Capitol Square, S.W. 

Atlanta 3, Ga. 


IDAHO 





Vaughn Anderson 

Director 

Division of Engineering and Sanitation 
State Board of Health 

Box 640 

Boise, Idaho 


ILLINOIS 





Howard Hough 

Chief 

Bureau of Health Education 
Department of Public Health 
State Office Building 
Springfield, Ill. 


INDIANA 


Dale Harman 

Health Education Consultant 
Indiana State Board of Health 
1330 W. Michigan Street 
Indianapolis 7, Ind. 
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HOME SAFETY INVENTORY CENTERS 


IOWA 





Russell Brown 

Director 

Safety Education Division 

Iowa Department of Public Safety 
State Office Building 

Des Moines 19, Iowa 


KANSAS 





A. F. Schaplowsky 

Director 

Division of Health Education 
Kansas State Board of Health 
Masonic Temple Building 
Topeka, Kans. 


KENTUCKY 





E. D. Pulliam 

Supervisor : 
Accident Control Section 
State Department of Health 
620 South Third Street 
Louisville 2, Ky. 


LOUISIANA 





Charles E. Doerler 
Secretary 

Louisiana Safety Association 
P. O. Box 1148 

Shreveport, La. 
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MAINE 


Frank W. Barden, M.D. 
President 

Maine State Safety Society 
Saco-Lowell Shops 
Drawer 519 

Biddeford, Maine 


MARYLAND 


J. Charles Judge 

Chief 

Home Accident Prevention Unit 
State Department of Health 
2411 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore 18, Md. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Harold D. Rose 

Chief 

Home Accident Prevention Program 

Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health 

41 Mount Vernon Street 

Boston 8, Mass. 


MICHIGAN 


Mrs. Horace Turner 

President 

Detroit’s Women’s Safety Committee 
14193 Montrose Rd. 

Detroit 27, Mich. 














MINNESOTA 





A. B. Rosenfield, M.D. 

Chief 

Section of Maternal and Child Health 
Division of Local Health 

Minnesota State Health Department 
University Campus 

Minneapolis 14, Minn. 


MISSISSIPPI 





Norris C. Knight, M.D. 

Director, Health Education and 
School Health Service 

Mississippi State Board of Health 

Post Office Box 1700 

Jackson, Miss. 


MISSOURI 





James Downey, Jr. 

Health Educator 

Bureau of Health Education 
Division of Health 
Jefferson City, Mo. 


MONTANA 





Mrs. Maxine Homer 

Health Education Consultant 
State Board of Health 
Helena, Mont. 
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NEBRASKA 


T. R. Dappen 

Director 

Public Health Education Division 
State Department of Health 
Lincoln 9, Nebr. 


NEVADA 


Nelson B. Neff 

Executive Secretary 

Nevada State Medical Association 
P. O. Box 188 

Reno, Nev. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Clarence Metcalf 

Director 

Division of Health Education 
State Department of Public Health 
Concord, N. H. 


NEW JERSEY 


Bradford Bachrach 


Miss Edith R. Doane 

Director, Women’s Division 
New Jersey State Safety Council 
24 Branford Place 

Newark 2, N. J. 
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NEW MEXICO 





NEW YORK 














Hal Owen Photo 
Milton Johnson 
Director 
Health Education Division 
New Mexico Department of 
Public Health 


Santa Fe, N. Mex. 





Bladstone Studios 
Michael H. Prendergast 
Director, Division of Safety 
State of New York 
17 Elk Street 
Albany 7, N. Y. 


NORTH CAROLINA?” 


Miss Nettie Day 

Health Education Consultant 
Accident Prevention Section 
Division of Epidemiology 
State Board of Health 
Raleigh, N. C. 


NORTH DAKOTA 


McFarland 
Miss Bernadine Cervinski 

Director, Division of Health Education 
State Department of Health 

Bismarck, N. D. 








OF 1956 STATE 


OHIO 





H. G. J. Hays 

Executive Secretary 

Ohio State Saféty Council 
Suite 514, 2073 East 9th Street 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 


OKLAHOMA 





Curtis Studio 
Bob Eastman 
Manager 
Oklahoma Safety Council, Inc. 
1600 N.W. 23rd Street 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


OREGON 





Miss Janice Westaby 

Home Safety Consultant 
Oregon State Board of Health 
P. O. Box 231 ‘ 
Portland 7, Oreg. 


PENNSYLVANIA 





Hugh C. Sarraf 

Senior Sanitarian 

Accident Prevention Program 

Pennsylvania State Department 
of Health 

P. O. Box 90 

Harrisburg, Pa. 
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HOME SAFETY INVENTORY CENTERS 


RHODE ISLAND 


George A. Kenny 

Chief Public Health Educator 
State Department of Health 
State Office Building 
Providence 2, R. I. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Hilla Sheriff, M.D. 

Director, Division of Maternal and 
Child Health 

South Carolina State Board of Health 

Columbia 1, S. C. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 





The Miller Studio 
Louis Remily 
Administrator 
Health Education Section 
State Department of Health 
Pierre, S. Dak. 


TENNESSEE 


Nolan E. Puckett 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Safety Council 
G 11 State Office Bldg. 
Nashville 3, Tenn. 
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TEXAS 





J. O. Musick 

General Manager 

Texas Safety Association, Inc. 
830 Littlefield Building 
Austin, Tex. 


UTAH 





G, Ernest Bourne 
Executive Secretary 

Utah Safety Council 

119 State Capitol Building 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


VERMONT 





Lt. Andrew H. Monti 
Training & Public Information Officer 
Vermont State Department of 
Public Safety 
Montpelier, Vt. 


VIRGINIA 


Foster Studio 


J. Robert Anderson 

Director 

Bureau of Health Education 
Virginia Department of Health 
Richmond 19, Va. 





WASHINGTON 





Marvin H. Powell 

Managing Director 

Washington State Safety Council 
Legislative Building 

Olympia, Wash. 


WEST VIRGINIA 





Charles Hopkins 

Man-ging Director 

West Virginia Safety Council, Inc. 
316 Masonic Building 

Charleston, W. Va. 


WISCONSIN 





Miss Luida Sanders 
Director 

Health Education Division 
State Board of Health 
Madison 2, Wis. 


WYOMING 





Paul Mico 

Director 

Division of Health Education 
Department of Public Health 
State Office Building 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 
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Community 
Home Safety 
Inventories 


By Miss Doris E. Mersdorf 


We ANY COMMUNITY organi- 
zation becomes interested in 
doing something about home safety, 
it has obviously already developed 
some awareness of the problem of 
home accidents. The cost to the 
community in terms of human re- 
sources and property damage and 
the tragic physical and economic 
effect of home accidents upon indi- 
viduals and families no doubt has 
been strongly impressed upon them. 
What the organization is probably 
less aware of and must ascertain be- 
fore it can effectively implement a 
plan of home accident prevention is 
“Who is presently doing what.” 


PURPOSES 

In too many communities poor 
communication within and between 
organizations often results in spotty 
and duplicate programming. It also 
prevents one from profiting from 
the successes and failures of others. 
Thus, allocation of time, energy, 
and money to bring the greatest re- 
turns should be the concern of all 
persons with programming respon- 
sibility. 

One means of improving commu- 
nication and programming in the 
area of home accident prevention is 
a Community Home Safety Inven- 
tory. This has as its purpose more 
than the mere collection of data for 
reports. It is designed to stimulate 
and coordinate a community’s home 
accident prevention activities. If 
properly conducted it should pro- 
vide a vast amount of data to be 
used as the basis for programming. 

A home accident prevention pro- 
gram to be effective must reach into 
every household in the community 
and inform its occupants of the haz- 
ards within the home, educate them 
as to safe practices, and develop safe 
attitudes which are the basis for 
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safe behavior. It must use educa- 
tional methods because it cannot or- 
der safe behavior. No one organiza- 
tion or agency reaches all members 
of the community. Each organiza- 
tion has its own audience to reach 
with a program of safety education 
as broad as consistency with its 
overall goals permits if the commu- 
nity is to substantially reduce its 
accident rate. 


Home accidents are a community 
problem which can best be solved 
by cooperative planning for a co- 
ordinated program. Such program- 
ming is essentially a four-step process: 


1. Appraisal of the situation (In- 
ventory survey). 

2. Analysis and discussion of the 
Inventory findings and program 
planning. 

3. Implementation of program. 


4. Periodic evaluation of pro- 
gram (in a sense a new appraisal). 


Within this framework a Com- 
munity Home Safety Inventory be- 
comes a part of the appraisal of the 
situation. It tells “Who is doing 
what?” It obtains information 
which makes possible the planning 
of an across-the-board program to 
be implemented by the various com- 
munity organizations in such a man- 
ner as to reach all segments of the 
community. 


A Community Home Safety In- 
ventory provides the means for ini- 
tiating contact with community or- 
ganizations who will, ideally, even- 
tually become participants. These 
are the organizations which must 
periodically reappraise their goals 
and means if the program is to con- 
tinue to meet the needs of the 
community. 


Last year, in a test run, various 
State and local organizations con- 
ducted such an Inventory. The Na- 
tional Safety Council coordinated 
these activities, but concentrated its 
efforts largely on the national and 
State level. 


This year, realizing that home 
safety programs are usually commu- 
nity, or even individual group activ- 
ities, local communities are being 
strongly urged to take a careful look 
at themselves—home safetywise—by 





N.S.C. Photo 


Miss Doris E. Mersdorf, senior consultant, 
Home Safety Division, National Safety 
Council, is working full-time with the di- 
rectors of Local Home Safety Inventory 
Centers. 


conducting their own Community 
Home Safety Inventories. Such an 
activity will contribute to the effec- 
tiveness of both local and national 
home safety programs. 


PROCEDURE 

At present communities undertak- 
ing Home Safety Inventories are 
generally using the following 
procedure: 

1. Establishment as a Community 
Home Safety Inventory Cen- 
ter of one community organi- 
zation or public agency (e.g. 
Safety Council, health depart- 
ment, Medical Society, or Bu- 
reau of Safety). 

2. Assumption by the organiza- 
tion serving as the Inventory 
Center of the responsibility 
for: 

a. Mailing of announcements 
of the Home Safety Inven- 
tory (by second week of 
September) to local groups 
and organizations to alert 
them to the fact that a 
summary of their home 
safety activities will be re- 
quested at the close of the 
1956 calendar year. 

b. Mailing between Novem- 
ber 10 and December 4 of 
a one-page narrative check- 
list questionnaire form 
(provided by the National 
Safety Council) to all lo- 
cal organizations. 
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c. Collection of reports from 
local organizations by Jan- 
uary 31, 1957, and sum- 
marization of program 
narratives. 


d. Forwarding of narrative 
summary and checklist 
forms to State Inventory 
Centers which will in turn 
make a statewide summary 
of narrative materials and 
forward this with checklist 
forms to the National 
Safety Council for statis- 
tical tabulations and 
analysis. 


e. Writing and circulating a 
report (consisting of their 
own summary of local pro- 
gram narratives and the 
statistical analysis which 
would be provided by the 
National Safety Council) 
to all contributing organi- 
zations within the com- 
munity. 


When following the above proce- 
dure, it would be most desirable if 
the agency serving as the Inventory 
Center would send a covering letter 
with the initial announcement to 
potential contributing organizations 
which would include: 


i. An endorsement of the Inven- 
tory. 

2. A brief explanation of the 
purposes of the Home Safety Inven- 
tory and the importance of every 
local group’s participation. 

3. A notice to save duplicate 
copies of all materials which give 
information concerning their home 
safety program (i.e. correspond- 
ence, minutes of meetings, meet- 
ing agendas, newspaper clippings, 
photographs of demonstrations or 
displays, pamphlets, manuals). This 
material will probably be needed to 
refresh the memory of the person 
reporting for the organization and 
can be attached as supporting data 
to the report form. 


4. A request to program chair- 
men who are completing their term 
of office to make up a file of the 
above listed material to pass on to 
their successors so that they might 
make a report for the total year. 
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5. A suggestion that organiza- 
tions providing joint sponsorship for 
one program might make an agree- 
ment among themselves as to who 
would make a report which would 
give credit to all. 


PARTICIPANTS 


As of this date there will be Com- 
munity Home Safety Inventories 
conducted in approximately fifty city 
and county areas. In most of these 
cases the local Safety Council or 
health department is serving as the 
Community Home Safety Inventory 
Center. 


All of the organizations serving as 
Inventory Centers have agreed to 
follow the aforementioned procedure. 


In addition to the above Commu- 
nity Inventories, local Chapters of 
the National Safety Council located 
in the cities listed below are par- 
ticipating in a pilot program initi- 
ated by the Home Safety Division of 
the National Safety Council to test 
and evaluate the Community Inven- 
tory procedures. They have had and 
will receive National Safety Council 
staff services in the setting up of 
their Inventory programs, in the 
analysis of Inventory data, and its 
presentation to local contributing 
organizations : 


Cincinnati, Ohio Oakland, Calif. 
Fort Worth, Tex. Oklahoma City, 
Louisville, Ky. Okla. 


New Haven, Conn. Omaha, Nebr. 


Richmond, Va. 
Rochester, N. Y. 


PLANS 


A report will be prepared which 
will give an account and analysis of 
the procedure used in each of the 
pilot Community Inventories with 
recommendations for methods to be 
used in future Inventories. Due con- 
sideration will be given in this report 
to the local Chapter’s structure, 
financial resources, and relationship 
to its community. It is hoped that 
such, a report will enable all future 
Community Inventories to profit 
from the experience of the pilot 
programs. 


Salt Lake City, 
Utah 


It is of course hoped that many 
of the nonpilot city Inventory Cen- 
ters will utilize the Inventory data 
not only as a report for reference use 
but also to develop a cooperative, 
comprehensive home accident pro- 
gram within their own communities. 
However, we realize the limitations 
imposed by their resources and wish 
to encourage the compilation of such 
reports because of the value of hav- 
ing such information available for 
exchange between organizations and 
cities. 

The Home Safety Review will 
carry in its 1957 issues reports of 
significant findings, novel organiza- 
tional programs, and accounts of the 
Inventory Centers’ progress toward 
developing communitywide home 
accident prevention programs. 


Local Home Safety Inventory Areas 
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ROCHESTER 


T WE ACCEPT the premise that a 
local Safety Council’s prime 
function is to stimulate and coordi- 
nate programs in all phases of acci- 
dent prevention, the conclusion 
naturally follows that we must take 
advantage of every opportunity that 
will help us realize this goal. There- 
fore, we look with particular favor 
on the chance to participate in an 
expanded, intensified Inventory of 
home safety activities—the area that 
definitely needs added emphasis in 
Rochester, N. Y. 

The Rochester Safety Council has, 
as one of its standing committees, a 
Home Safety Committee, with fairly 
good representation from official and 
voluntary agencies most directly con- 
cerned with safety in the home. 
Home safety is no newcomer to the 
list of planned activities in Rochester. 

However, it must be admitted that 
home safety has traditionally taken 
a back seat to the more dramatic 
traffic, school, and industrial safety 
programs. Since 1950, a more co- 
hesive program has been sparked by 
our revitalized Home Safety Com- 
mittee, but, interested and dedicated 
though the committee members are, 
too often they are a small collection 
of “voices crying in the wilderness.” 

In the past 5 years, home acci- 
dents in Rochester have claimed 370 
lives. The 5-year toll for all other 
classes of accidents (work, motor 
vehicle, and public) is 276. Our 
yearly tally of home fatalities is a 
discouraging seesaw, with 1955 set- 
ting a record high of 86. On the 
average for the 5 years, 78 per- 
cent of fatal home accidents hap- 
pened in the over-65 age group. The 
next leading group is 45-64 years of 
age. The preschool child classifica- 
tion accounted for 3 percent of the 
total. 

These statistics, of course, are no 
surprise to the committee nor to 
anyone involved in home safety ac- 
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ACCEPTS 


THE CHALLENGE — 
WILL IT WORK? 


tivities. We have had access to such 
compilations for many years, which 
explains our longstanding concern 
with matters of home safety. We 
realized that, to make inroads on the 
unnecessarily high home accident 
toll, a program had to be devised 
that would motivate all householders 
to take the positive steps and adopt 
the necessary attitudes that will pre- 
vent home accidents. 

Traffic accidents are subjected to 
a 3-pronged attack—the famous 
three E’s — Enforcement, Engineer- 
ing and Education. Industrial acci- 
dents are yielding to the same type 
of attack. However, only one of 
these avenues holds much promise 
for home safety. Enforcement of 
home safety laws is not in the fore- 
seeable future. “Built-in” home 
safety features are gaining ground 
and will help, but not enough. 
Therefore, education for home safety 
must be our area of major emphasis. 


In Rochester, we have used the 
mass education techniques — radio, 
TV, newspapers (though home 
safety is not considered particularly 
newsworthy), pamphlets, posters, 
films. We have used the direct ap- 
proach. The Home Safety Commit- 
tee has developed visual aids and 
has trained discussion leaders to 
meet with small groups and help 
them discover the facts of home ac- 
cident prevention. Still, last year a 
new record was set in Rochester for 
the number of home accidents. 


It is clear, then, that our efforts 
have not been completely successful. 


We must expand and intensify our 
program. We must interest more 
organizations, more agencies, more 
individuals in taking an active part 
in education for home safety. And 
we must strive to enlist more finan- 
cial support for home safety. Now, 
this need not be money contributions 
to the program of the Rochester 
Safety Council’s Home Safety Com- 
mittee. It may be—and probably 
should be—in the form of a home 
safety program or projects in a par- 
ticular area by a group that has 
financial resources. Look at the or- 
ganizations that are active in traffic 
safety: Junior Chambers of Com- 
merce, Kiwanis, Rotary, Lions, Op- 
timists, American Legion, VFW, 
Automobile Clubs. How many of 
these powerful organizations sponsor 
comparable programs in home 
safety? In addition, governmental 
agencies of the federal, State, and 
local level are constantly striving to 
reduce traffic accidents, but little 
emphasis, in comparison, is placed 
on home accidents, the phase which 
annually injures three times as many 
people and is always rated second as 
a cause of accidental deaths. 


Granted, then, that our Home 
Safety Committee cannot attempt 
to “carry” the home safety program 
for the entire city of Rochester. 
What, then, is its function? First of 
all, to enlist the interest and support 
of all community agencies in plan- 
ning programs for home safety; sec- 
ondly, to coordinate the various pro- 
grams and ensure that maximum 
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“We had the start of our list in our office . 
list grew.” (See below.) The council has been working up its mailing list. 


emphasis is given to the areas of 
greatest need. 

No one agency, no one media of 
communication reaches all house- 
holders. Each has its own sphere of 
greatest influence. Obviously, if all 
organized groups enlisted in a pro- 
gram of home safety education 
within their respective spheres, we’d 
be well on our way to effective com- 
bat of the home accident problem. 

As a first step in mapping out 
this ambitious home safety promo- 
tion, it is certainly desirable to know 
exactly who is doing what for home 
safety in Rochester. We know of 
some programs, we also know there 
are many more that are never 
brought to our attention since none 
of our members happen to be 
touched by their spheres of influence. 

This, then, explains our interest 
in the Home Safety Inventory and 
our quick acceptance of the National 
Safety Council’s suggestion that 
Rochester be one of the trial cities 
for a really intensive survey. We 
have, of course, made overtures to 
other agencies and organizations 
over the years, and many of these 
contacts have had results. But we’ve 
always had that nagging feeling that 
home safety was not getting its 
proper share of emphasis in the 
community. 

The Inventory will do several 
things for us. First of all, it pro- 
vides the impetus for the largest 
mass mailing to organizations that 
we’ve ever attempted. (Our final 
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. -From various and sundry sources our 


mailing list will run close to 1800 
organization leaders.) Returned 
questionnaires will give us a view of 
home safety activities in Rochester 
such as has never been available. 
They will also give us an accurate 
mailing list of organizations that are 
interested in doing something about 
home accidents and will act as a 
stimulant to groups not presently 
contributing to home accident pre- 
vention. The questionnaire has great 
possibilities. There is a subtle ad- 
vantage, we think, to this approach. 
Where formerly we came to an or- 
ganization with hat in hand, stated 
our problem and said, “Please do 
something,” now we march in (see 
letter page 26), hand in hand with 
the National Safety Council, present 
our problem and say, “What are 
you doing about it?” Certainly, some 
of those organizations will take up 
the challenge and start to do some- 
thing about it. 


When returns are in and corre- 
lated, then our big opportunity is at 
hand — to offer program planning 
assistance in home safety to all those 
groups that replied. Armed with 
the facts provided by the question- 
naire, fortified with the statistical in- 
formation available, we shall be able 
to eliminate wasteful duplication 
and direct emphasis to the channels 
of greatest need—through meetings, 
conferences, newsletters. With these 
already interested groups as a basic 
foundation, in time the list of par- 
ticipating agencies will increase, and 


By William H. Keeler 
Director 

Rochester Safety Council 

Rochester, N. Y 


future Inventories will strengthen 
the existing program and provide 
additional stimulus to nonparticipat- 
ing agencies. 

Ideally, it sounds fine. It should 
work. We don’t expect these fine- 
sounding plans to reach fruition 
overnight. But we do think this is 
a reasonable, thoughtful approach 
and are anxious to get it into 
operation. 

There are certain grubby details, 
of course, that accompany the com- 
pilation of a mailing list of this mag- 
nitude. An accurate organization 
file is one of the hardest things to 
come by in a city of this size. It 
takes a good deal of digging to un- 
earth the bits and pieces that have 
to be combined for a complete list. 
We had the start of a list in our 
office, the Council of Social Agen- 
cies had another. Members of the 
committee submitted names. The 
City Directory helped. From various 
and sundry sources our list grew. As 
names were received, they were put 
on perforated addressing labels, 
which enabled us to make carbon 
copies — four carbons in all. One 
label was then pasted on a 3”x5” 
file card, which was then inserted 
in a cut down, open end manila 
envelope. This enabled us to file all 
the labels, will simplify future mail- 
ings, and left us a complete file of 
organizations that received the In- 
ventory announcement, question- 
naire, and followup. 

It’s too early to have received 
many comments on our announce- 
ment letter which enclosed the Na- 
tional Safety Council’s flyer, and, of 
course, the letter didn’t ask a reply. 
Those organizations with whom we 
work regularly are interested and 
anxious to cooperate. The big ques- 
tion mark, of course, is the hundreds 
of other organizations. We're look- 
ing forward to next January with 
much interest and high hopes. 
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LOUISVILLE 
and 
JEFFERSON 
COUNTY 
HOME 
SAFETY 
INVENTORY 


By Mrs. Sally Rankin 


Director, Home Division 
Louisville Safety Council 
Louisville, Ky. 








—_— THE IDEA was first pro- 
posed that Louisville and Jet- 
ferson County, Ky., become one of 
the “test areas” in an_ intensive 
Home Safety Inventory,-the Louis- 
ville Safety Council welcomed the 
opportunity. We had realized for a 
long time that there were many or- 
ganizations, industrial firms, and in- 
dividuals who were conducting in- 
dependent programs in home safety, 
and we felt that the Inventory 
would give us an opportunity to 
find out “who was doing what.” In 
the past, we have known only what 
the Louisville Safety Council has 
been trying to do, but we have never 
had any way to check to see how 
effective we have been in encourag- 
ing other groups to participate in 
home safety activities. The Inven- 
tory should provide some of the an- 
swers to this question. We hope that 
the Inventory will also stimulate 
groups who are not active in home 
safety to include it in their overall 
safety program in the future. 

We feel that the most helpful re- 
sult of the Inventory will be the 
summary of activities which will in- 
dicate to us phases that are well 
covered and others that need more 


work on them. Thus, we can plan a 
more coordinated home safety pro- 
gram for the area. 

The Home Safety Inventory in 
Louisville had a later start than we 
had wanted, but it was unavoidable 
due to the fact that our office was 
completely tied up with our State 
Safety Conference which was held 
late in May. It took considerable 
time to secure and prepare the list 
of names to whom the preliminary 
announcements were to be sent, 
since we wanted it to be as all- 
inclusive as possible. We planned 
for the first mailing to be completed 
from July 1-15, and to continue 
sending announcements if and when 
we found others who should 
participate. 

The actual work of sending the 
announcements and later question 
sheets was to be done by members 
of the Board of Managers, Women’s 
Division, Louisville Safety Council. 
These 20 women, representing most 
of the organized women’s groups in 
this area, have been tireless in their 
efforts to promote safety in general 
and home safety in particular. We 
feel sure that their enthusiasm will 
stimulate their own groups and 
others to greater cooperation. 


<r ie 





The Home Safety Inventory Committee in Louisville, Ky., is the Women’s 
Division of the Safety Council (above). Mrs. Rankin is sixth from the right. 
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LOCAL HEALTH 
hhie al 
DEPARTMENT 





D. M. Bissell, M.D. 


ACTIVITIES 


By Dwight M. Bissell, M.D., M.S.P.H. 


Health Officer, Health Department, San Jose, Calif. 


A“ HEALTH DEPARTMENTS are 
helping to prevent home acci- 
dental injuries whether they realize 
it or not. By letting other depart- 
ments know about what you are 
doing, many more accidents could 
be prevented. Each department 
would be encouraged to try harder, 
and the whole result would be fewer 
home accidental injuries and deaths. 


The Home Safety Inventory is in- 
tended to serve this purpose. No 
matter how small you may think 
that your effort may be, make a note 
of it and put it in that Home Safety 
Inventory form which you will re- 
ceive about November 1957 from 
your State health department. 

What can you do? Try reviewing 
the death certificates of persons who 
died from home accidents in your 
area last year. How do they com- 
pare with preceding years or with 
your State or national averages? 
You will probably find that a large 
number of them were due to falls 
occurring to older people. 


What can the health department 
do about these falls? Do your nurses 
and sanitarians visit boarding and 
nursing homes for elderly people? 
Do they check the installation of 
handrails, try to eliminate the use of 
rugs and polished floors, secure use 
of night lights in halls and bath- 
rooms that burn all night, correct 
hazards involved in walking from 
one level to another? Does the pub- 
lic health nurse check to see if the 
nursing home has developed safe 
occupational therapy for these old- 
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sters? Do the boarders keep up their 
physiological function through ex- 
ercise or are they allowed to “just 
sit”? What is done to give the older 
person a realization that “life is 
worth living”? All of these things 
will aid in preventing home acci- 
dents. Many public health nurses 
are accomplishing these things dur- 
ing routine home visits. Are they 
recorded for the Home Safety 
Inventory? 

Working with welfare depart- 
ments, churches, adult education de- 
partments of schools, and old age 
groups will enable a nurse to mul- 
tiply her efforts many times if she 
can make these organizations con- 
scious of the need for helping older 
people to prevent home accidents. 

Another accident that may cause 
death is drowning. Have you 
checked with the Red Cross or rec- 
reational facilities to see if they 
have swimming and life saving 
classes? Are the swimming pools 
safe in your town? Many homes 
have swimming pools in their yards, 
and children knock out their incisor 
teeth when they fall. Record your 
efforts to prevent drownings and in- 
juries from swimming activities. 


Have you secured space in your 
paper for some effective pictures 
which actually reenacted the home 
accident? No one can act as well as 
the housewife who has actually cut 
her hand on a porcelain bathroom 
faucet, for example. Check with 
your local emergency hospital and 
the attendants will help you find a 


person who will be glad to “have his 
picture in the paper.” 

Have the nurses been asked to 
check on their daily report cards 
when an appreciable amount of 
home accident prevention has been 
done on a visit? The whole visit 
may not relate to home accident 
prevention, but the fact that the 
nurse taught safe bathing proce- 
dures for the baby is worth record- 
ing. Keeping the baby safe is more 
important than keeping him clean! 


Has the health educator assisted 
community organizations with home 
safety programs? Record it! Make 
a brief daily note about these ac- 
tivities. One health educator used 
the unfortunate death of a child 
from poisoning to stimulate a whole 
school project on teaching children 
the dangers of poisons, how to store 
them and prevent smaller children 
from ingesting them. 


If the health educator keeps well 
stocked shelves of pamphlets which 
teachers, nurses, and others have 
selected for use, more information 
will be readily available. Everyone 
knows that he shouldn’t smoke in 
bed, but a startling poster or well 
illustrated pamphlets will make him 
stop and think. How many have 
you distributed this year? 


We think that food handlers need 
to know about home safety too. As 
a gimmick in our food handler 
training course we demonstrate the 
places where hands go by dusting a 
home accident folder with fluores- 
cent powder. A talk emphasizes 
home accident hazards, and the stu- 
dent reads the pamphlet. The black 
light shows in a few minutes where 
the food handler’s hands have been, 
but he doesn’t forget that home ac- 
cident leaflet. 


Health departments work with 
civil defense coordinators and block 
wardens on protection of the home. 
This situation is “made to order” 
for home accident prevention. Rub- 
bish and disorderly stored equipment 
and supplies not only are a civilian 
defense hazard, but also may cause 
home accidents. If the block warden 
is aware of his opportunity, he can 
be your right hand man in accident 
prevention. Your civilian defense 

(to page 27) 
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OFF-THE-JOB ACCIDENT EXPERIENCE, 
FIRST FOUR MONTHS, 1956 


























Group I Group II 
NO. EMPLOYEE 4 mos. 4 mos. 
MONTHS 330,179 | 376,875 
No Days Lost | No. 
HOME 371 5,039 282 (2) 
Firearms 26 = 
Machinery & Tools 30 372 | 22 (1) 
Fire, Explosion 180 6 
Toxic Material 8 6 
Fall, Slip 180 2,975 131 
Struck by Object | 39 315 | 36 
Sharp Object 38 405 | 17 
Improper Lifting | 40 448 | 33 (1) 
Hot Object 78 12 
Other 25 232 19 
TRANSPORTATION 238 (7) 4,548 | 197 (6) 
Auto-Truck 226 (6) 4,311 191 (6) 
Bicycle | — 31 — 
Motorcycle 15 1 
Boats 2 1 
Pedestrian 2 (2) 158 — 
Railroad — — 1 
Other 31 . 
PUBLIC 162 2,319 138 (1) 
Firearms : 36 3 (1) 
Sports 32 345 52 
Fall, Slip 100 1,694 59 
Struck by Object 9 120 9 
Improper Lifting 5 6 
Other 1: 119 9 
TOTALS 771 (7) 11,906 617 (9)* 
WORK INJURIES 176 (2) 6,842 





Note: Figures in parentheses are the number of fatalities included in adjacent figures. 
*Employees in Group II lost a total of 10,276 days due to off-the-job accidents. 








5 ing OFF-THE-JOB accident data 
in the adjacent chart is the 
actual experience of industrial work- 
ers, as reported to the National 
Safety Council. This information il- 
lustrates why industry is becoming 
more concerned about employee 
safety away from work and the im- 
portance of home safety as part of 
off-the-job safety. 

In group I, workers suffered over 
four times as many off-the-job in- 
juries as they did work injuries and 
lost almost twice as much time be- 
cause of nonwork injuries. Cver 45 
percent of the nonwork injuriés and 
40 percent of the days lost resulted 
from home accidents. 
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Total injury experience of both 
groups I and II shows 47.0 percent 
occurred in the home, 31.3 percent 
in traffic, and 21.7 percent in pub- 
lic. Leading causes of accidents re- 
ported were as follows: 


Falls in home and public. . .470 


Auto accidents ........... 417 
Struck by object in home 

OE BU ons 0:0 49's 93 
eee 84 
Improper lifting in home 

Te rT 80 
Sharp objects in home... .. 55 
Machinery and tools 

a eres ye 52 
Hot object, material in 

BES ahstind ea<bdinctann 20 


HOME 


Fire, explosion in home.... 14 
Firearms in home and public 9 
Toxic material in home.... 8 
Pedestrian accidents, public. 5 
Other home accidents. .... 44 
Other public accidents. ... . 24 
Other traffic accidents. ... . 13 


Actually, industrial off-the-job ac- 
cidents are a large part of the com- 
munity problem. In 1955, almost 40 
percent of the nonwork deaths and 
30 percent of the nonwork disabling 
injuries occurred to workers off-the- 
job. 


Queener Urges 
Participation in 
Inventory 


 pomteececa CONCERNS are becom- 
ing more and more aware of the 
tremendous value of an off-the-job 
safety program. There is a realiza- 
tion that prevention of injuries on 
the job is very successfully imple- 
mented by an off-the-job safety pro- 
gram. In addition to beneficially 
improving employee relations and 
operation costs, there is an aware- 
ness of a need to be a good neighbor 
and have an interest in participation 





Photo by Goldcraft 
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ACCIDENTS IN INDUSTRY 


in a nationwide effort to prevent in- 
juries away from work. 

In consideration of the number 
of industrial employees injured at 
home each year, it is readily appar- 
ent that a fertile field of endeavor 
awaits in the average home in 
America. Modern invention, as il- 
lustrated by power lawn mowers, 
high speed saws, grinders, automatic 
washers, dryers, and electric stoves, 
makes necessary a better safety edu- 
cation of people at home. 

Industry has shown ability to de- 
velop and administer safety pro- 
grams on the job. Many companies 
have successfully extended this 
know-how to the off-the-job prob- 
lem. This know-how and informa- 
tion, if made available to the 1956 
Home Safety Inventory, can be of 
meaningful value to those who seek 
ideas and help on how to improve 
home safety. A very constructive 
service will be rendered by those 
companies who have successfully de- 
veloped good off-the-job safety pro- 
grams if they will submit them to 
the 1956 Home Safety Inventory. 


—J. S. Queener, Manager 


Safety and Fire Protection Division 
Employee Relations Department 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Company, Inc. 
Wilmington, , Del. 

(, 
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Family Safety 
Committees Pushed 
by Hamilton 


Ho SHOULD be the safest place 
in the world—a haven of rest 
after the trying hours of the day. 
Yet records show us that a person is 
safer on the job than in his home. 


Each year there are about twice 
as many killed at home as there are 
on the job. Why? In our opinion, 
this is brought about by a lack of 
foresight or knowledge of safety in 
the home; and it is felt that, if there 
were Family Safety Committees in 
the home functioning as Safety Com- 
mittees do on the railroads and in 
the industries of America, the num- 
ber of home accidents could be re- 
duced. The Safety Committees on 
the railroads and in the industries of 
America are able to promote safety 
on the job, why shouldn’t we have 
Home Safety Committees? 


I am going to let one of our Safety 
Committee men on the Frisco answer 
that question—A. J. McCullough, 
machinist, Springfield, Mo. — who 
wrote me as follows: 

“I think we should have Family 
Safety Committees on the Frisco be- 
cause it would mean less injuries and 
accidents. From my experience as a 
shop committee man in a group of 
57 men, I find from my records 
there are more accidents by two- 
thirds away from our jobs than on 
the job. I did this by watching the 
men come in in the morning with 
fingers and hands tied up, patches 
on the face, sprained ankles and 
mashed toes. 


“I believe we need Family Safety 
Committees more at home or off 
the job than on the job. The head 
of the family should handle the blue- 
print, read it, practice it, preach it 
and hand it to the family. In no 
time each one of the family is watch- 
ing each other for safety habits. 
Teach it to the young folks from 
the start, not wait until they are 


half-grown, to do things the safe 
way. It will pay off. My wife and 
I have formed a Family Safety Com- 
mittee in our home.” 


—R. P. Hamilton 


Superintendent Safety 
St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Off-the-Job 
Dividends* 


ae BUSINESS, long con- 
cerned with the safety of em- 
ployees at work, is now emphasizing 
another phase of accident preven- 
tion—off-the-job safety... . 

It is ironical that in America, 
where we have done so much to im- 
prove the standard of living, we 
have not done more in off-the-job 
accident prevention, so that people 
may enjoy the benefits of their work. 
I feel confident, however, that once 
we are stimulated to take action in 
off-the-job safety programs, we will 
reduce the toll of lives that accidents 
take in our homes, in recreation, 
and on the highways. 

Up to the present time, our ef- 
forts in accident prevention have 
been mainly directed to saving a 
man’s life or preventing injuries to 
his body while he works. This is 
done, for example, by placing 
guards on the equipment he uses, 
and through education. 


In this off-the-job phase of acci- 
dent prevention, we are taking a 
more thorough approach to our 
safety problems. We are now think- 
ing in terms of the whole man—his 
family, his friends, his community, 
in fact, his total environment. The 
family, as a unit, is a most impor- 
tant factor in this new approach. 
Obtaining the group participation 
of the family is necessary to make 
this safety program successful. . . . 


—A. F. Tyra 


Head of the Safety Division 
Industrial Relations Department 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corp. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


*Home Safety Review, Vol. 13, No. 6, June 
56. 


23 








Preventing 
Home 
Fires 


‘ Sa 

By Gordon O'Neill 
Senior Engineer 

Home Safety Division 

National Safety Council 
Chicago, Ill. 


| ae DEPARTMENTS play an impor- 

tant part in home accident 
prevention and should be invited to 
contribute to the Home Safety In- 
ventory. 

Residential building fires, which 
include dwellings, apartment build- 
ings, hotels, and rooming and board- 
ing houses, have accounted for over 
60 percent of the building fires 
since 1948 according to National 
Fire Protection Association approxi- 
mations. Dwelling fires have been 
continuously increasing in proportion 
to all building fires and in 1954 ac- 
counted for almost 90 percent of 
the residential building fires and 
over 65 percent of all building fires. 

At this time a correlation between 
fire causes and building occupancy 
is not available. The following fire 
causes, for 1954, are applicable to 
both residential and nonresidential 
building fires: smoking and matches 
121,300; children and matches— 
27,100; rubbish, ignition unknown- 
56,600; hot ashes, coal — 14,400; 
sparks on roof—13,900; combustibles 
near heater—12,000; electrical fixed 
services, fires due to misuse, faulty 
wiring, equipment — 60,500; elec- 
trical power consuming appliances— 
33,600; gas and appliances—10,200; 
defective, overheated heating, cook- 
ing equipment — 91,100; chimneys, 
flues—defective or overheated 33,- 
600; lightning—43,200; flammable 
liquids, misuse of, including vapor 
explosions, grease, tar, etc.—38,300. 

Fire department and fire preven- 
tion activities are and should be 
effective parts of all home safety 
programs. The following brief de- 
scription of the Oregon State Fire 
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Marshal’s program in 1954 illus- 
trates both the activity and accept- 
ance of fire department efforts in 
home fire prevention. 

The State Fire Marshal’s office of 
Oregon developed press and news 
releases, radio and television an- 
nouncements, a dwelling inspection 
form, and a basic procedure and in- 
struction pamphlet for use of fire 
departments and rural fire districts 
participating in the Volunteer Home 
Fire Inspection Program. Numerous 
promotional talks were given to vari- 
ous fire departments, and by June 
30, 1954, 30 days after the kickoff, 
89 volunteer, full-paid, and paid and 
volunteer fire departments were par- 
ticipating. 

Eldon Winkley, deputy, Cregon 
Fire Marshal Department, stated in 
an article “Fire Safe Homes In Ore- 
gon” (Home Safety Review Vol. 13, 
No. 1, January, 1956) : 


“. . . Final statistics on the 1954 
Oregon fire prevention program from 
80 percent of the participating fire 
departments disclosed that approxi- 
mately 25 percent of all homes in 
the State of Oregon received a call 
from a fireman inspector and made 
a fire-safer home as a result of this 
visit. 


No. 
Fires 


600000 8 9 


“One big question that concerned 
everyone in the fire service at the 
start of this first state-wide home fire 
prevention program was: would it 
meet with public approval? Appre- 
hension in this important phase of 
the program was found to be unnec- 
essary when the yearly reports show 
that only 3.37 percent of the home- 
owners refused admittance to the 
inspectors. .. .” 


1954 Oregon Home Fire Prevention 
Program Percentage Analysis 
Calls Made 

 - 2. yr 25.13 

Refused admittance 3.37 

Inspections completed 
Hazard Found 

Fuse box overfused ........ 34.06 

Extension cord wiring, 


Percentage 


excessive/defective ...... 18.61 
Rubbish not properly 

ae 8.78 
Unsafe wiring ............ 8.00 
Stove pipe not properly 

WMS os ot cs se ee 7.76 
Combustibles too close to 

stove/Turmace .........; 7.01 


Defective flue and flue stops. 5.33 
Flammable liquids not — 

properly stored 4.22 

Stoves not properly installed. 2.97 
(to page 27) 
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Levitte Mendel 


The Home Safety Inventory Should Be 


BUILT INTO THE PLAN 


By Levitte Mendel 


Director 
Health Education Service 


Denver Dept. of 


Health and Hospitals 


Denver, Colo. 


AS I SEE IT, the Home Safety In- 
ventory can be looked upon 
from two points of view. Either we 
use the Inventory as a tool or 
method to be included as part of a 
“going program,” or we use it as a 
survey type of facility to learn about 
“ongoing” or past activities. (In this 
latter use, it may also be considered 
as preliminary ground work for fu- 
ture planning. ) 

I prefer to think of the Inventory 
as extremely valuable in the first 
context: as part of a means to the 
end in the ongoing program. It is 
in this relationship that I see the 
Inventory as an opportunity to de- 
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velop interest for accident preven- 
tion, increased contacts with com- 
munity groups, and intensity of 
effort among community groups for 
better safety programs. 


The question is asked, “How can 
an Inventory stimulate contacts and 
broaden interest in an ongoing pro- 
gram?” As indicated in my opening 
paragraph, I suggest that the Inven- 
tory should be “built in” to the plan 
of the program. During the devel- 
opment of a planned community ac- 
cident prevention program, many 
agencies and groups can be asked 
to complete an Inventory form (as 
best they can). From the accumu- 


lated data of the first Inventory, it 
is expected that we will learn about 
the specific activities of various 
groups who may have returned the 
forms. This information, when col- 
lated, is submitted back to all the 
participating groups and, in addi- 
tion, sent to other groups who may 
be related in some way to either the 
community program or to a group 
mentioned in the first Inventory. 

For example, the director of a 
Public Health Nursing Service can 
readily complete the Inventory form. 
Accident prevention is a part of the 
routine activities of such a service. 


_ The Nursing Service may report on 


what it is doing in a nursing home 
or a day care center. Once the nurs- 
ing home or day care center is men- 
tioned in an Inventory schedule, it 
should be only natural to send this 
nursing home or day care center an 
Inventory schedule in order to ob- 
tain the details of its own effort 
(which may be the result of the 
work of the visiting nurse). 

This procedure may actually 
sound easy and may appear to be a 
routine procedure; actually it re- 
quires much effort on the part of a 
committee or coordinator. These 
approaches should not be incidental 
or taken lightly. Actually the growth 
of the community effort is involved 
in this kind of interest. The stimu- 
lation of each group to tell what it 
is doing, to compare its efforts with 
others, to find the gaps in the com- 
munity program, and, above all, to 
do something, no matter how small 
—“every little drop counts”—is the 
inherent value of the Inventory. 


As I have described above, the 
Inventory has a “chain letter” ef- 
fect in terms of making contacts with 
other agencies. Everyone says he is 
interested in preventing accidents. 
The Inventory explicitly gives each 
agency staff a chance to show its 
efforts and later, if it will be part 
of the community program, a chance 
to enlarge its community contact. 
This points out the “two-way” value 
of the Inventory in terms of contacts 
—contacts for the program and con- 
tacts for the individual agencies tak- 
ing part. There are real values for 
everyone taking an active part in the 
Home Safety Inventory program. 
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Are the 


JAYCEES 


included in your Home Safety Inventory? 


—— RECOGNIZED among the most 
active service organizations in 
thousands of American communities 
are the Junior Chambers of Com- 
merce, better known as the Jaycees. 
Any project which will promote the 
betterment of the community is al- 
most certain to find the Jaycees in- 
volved. This participation naturally 
extends to health and safety pro- 
grams and projects. Evidence of this 
are their Teen-age Road-e-o Pro- 
gram for youthful car drivers, Doll 
Safety Program for young children, 
and Bicycle Derbies for school age 
youngsters. 

This activity and interest also in- 
cludes home safety. Based on the 
premise that no community is better 
than its individual homes, the na- 
tional office of the Jaycees has long 
encouraged its local Chapters to in- 
clude home safety as an integral part 
of their yearly programs. From the 
desk of its national health and safety 


director, Warren Taylor, comes 
reams of practical and helpful pro- 
gram suggestions. 

The Home Safety Manual, pic- 
tured above, is but one recent evi- 
dence of this interest. Graphically 
phrased in its opening paragraphs is 
the “goal” of the Jaycees’ program. 
“After all, there is no real accident 
—only careless actions. Therefore, 
the better educated the public is to 
the many accident situations that 
can exist in the home and are edu- 
cated to eliminating these hazards 
the safer our homes will become.” 
Complete with suggested community 
projects in which local Chapters 
might logically participate, film and 
literature titles and sources, and a 
list of nationally sponsored home 
safety contests open to Jaycees, this 
publication should do much to stim- 
ulate constructive home safety action 
on the local level. 








ws. joycee safety commitice = 








The Jaycees have their own program 
manual on home safety. 


So—Local and State Home Safety 
Inventory Centers—be certain to in- 
clude the Jaycee Chapters in your 
1956 Inventory. No record of pro- 
grams to prevent home accidents will 
be complete without a report of 
their activities. For addresses of Jay- 
cee Chapters in your area write: 
Safety Department, U. S. Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, Box 7, 


Tulsa, Okla. 
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To the Leaders of all 
Rochester Organizations: 


ROCHESTER SAFETY COUNCIL 


OF Commence 
ROCHESTER 4, ¥. Y. 


Res 1956 HOME SAFETY MIVENTORY (Preliminary Announcerent) 


cans 
Bureau of 
dtidrdadilaiecienaete 


Frome Accident Prroention Mnit 





and caused painful and disatding injuries to mre 
In Rochester, 86 persons < 


nis year, you are contributine to 


Home S@fety. This informt 
With planning community programs in Home Safety. 





Loca: 
of National Safety Council. We have accepted !! 
as cme of eight test cities where a really 


The enclosed preliminary 
fact that such an Inventory will 
to start a file on your Hore Safety 
be sent you in January. 
recording and reporting. 





and notify us to change our 1is 





Home accidents in the United States last year kclled 27,000 persons 
than four million others. 
died as a result of home accidents. 


Did you have a meeting devoted to Home Safety this year? 


Did you include any sort of Home Safety message in a bulletin 
to your members? 


Bave you lent assistance to any type of Home Safety project this year? 


If you've done any of these ings, or if you plan to do any of then 
he Home Safety program in our cormunity 


and the National Safety Council wants to know about this contributions 
we Safety Inventory is national in scope and is agin stored 


The i 
by National Safety Council in an attempt to find out who is doinr what. in 
ion will be of great value to all groups concerned 


lly, your ROthester Safety Council is th 
© 






activities will be attemped as part of the 1956 Home 


vit Y tionn 
Remember, even one meeting or project is worth 


a a 
Willian H. Keeler, Director 


PS. zs Our miliny list is in error, woil< you forward t 


st accordingly? Thank yous 


4 CRAMES 1V0CE. cmrer 


Dear Mr. Frys 


his co-municatéon 








Mr. Jack E. Pry, President 
"Do~it-Yourself* Club 
Canastoga 


Did you distribute to your members a Hone Safety panchlet? 22, 


Tn June of last year, 
This “inventor, 


organisations throughout the country in hame accident 


Several 
cooperated by contributing to this 
vitel source of progrem informticn to those working in the f: 
Bome end Off-the-job safety. 


The National Safety Council has just advised that the period for 
the next investory my be the calendar 
this inventory w: bed gg vee 


year. During the mean’ » Please sie as ore le cor'oe st pe 
TTeccmming peur bane tafetyaetivition, cad early in 18 brief 
sumery of your program. 


We will keep you posted on the due date of your report. Many 
thanks for your interest and cooperetiaa. 


State of Maryland 
Department of Health 


241) H CHARLES ST. BaLT MORE 1 


STATE BOARD OF mE ALT 
< 





dupe 22, 1956 


we wrote you concerning « National Home 
which was camhiee by the Netional Sefety Coueil. 
was & resume of the activities carried on by various 
preventions 


business ee oon ee is 
which proved to be 
field of 


~ 1956. ee Sa 
to you during the latter part of 


Sineerely yours, 


Sharh Peter 











Here are two samples of letters about 
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the Inventory which were sent to organizations. 
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PTA’S URGED TO REPORT 


AS REPORTS were tabulated by the 
National Safety Council for the 
Home Safety Inventory, the fre- 
quent references (75) by various or- 
ganizations to projects in which 
PTA’s had cooperated indicated that 
PTA’s were very active in the home 
safety field. However, the Inventory 
could not give full recognition be- 
cause reports were received from 
only a few (6 State Congresses and 
27 local units.) 

More reports from PTA’s are 
needed this year, not only so that 


public recognition can be given to 
the fine safety work they are doing, 
but also so that their experience and 
example may serve as an inspira- 
tion to other organizations. While 
much of the responsibility for home 
accident prevention is carried by 
PTA Committees on Safety, many 
other committees also contribute to 
the safety program, and reports of 
their activities, which cover home 
accident prevention, should be in- 
cluded in the overall unit report. 


THE INVENTORY IN 1955 


i Bince YEAR 1955 marked a mile- 
stone in the history of the home 
safety movement. For the first time 
a systematic collection of informa- 
tion regarding home safety programs 
on all levels was undertaken. 

Acknowledging this need and real- 
izing the value of such informa- 
tion, the Home Safety Conference 
directed the staff of the Home Safety 
Division of the National Safety 
Council to undertake the sponsor- 
ship of such a project last year. 

Over six hundred organizations re- 
ported on their home safety activi- 
ties, and a wealth of interesting and 
helpful program information was ac- 
cumulated. 

Each of the reports received ap- 
propriate recognition, were sum- 
marized, and described in the book 
Home Safety Inventory 1955. Re- 


prints were published and made 
available to interested groups and 
individuals: throughout the Nation, 
and the Home Safety Review carried 
articles describing some of the most 
interesting and helpful program 
summaries in more detail. 


Impressed by the many enthusi- 
astic compliments received from 
home safety leaders, the Home 
Safety Conference readily gave the 
“green light” to making the Inven- 
tory an annual program. Additional 
staff members were added to the 
Home Safety Division to work ex- 
clusively on the Home Safety In- 
ventory. 


Thus, in one short year, home 
safety leaders have seen the Inven- 
tory develop from a “dry-run” ex- 
periment to an established program. 





HOME FIRES 
(from page 24) 


Ashes not in metal 


COMI 65350 iS bina 1.73 
Oily rags/mops not in 

metal containers ........ 1.20 
Miscellaneous hazards ..... 0.33 


A local Home Safety Inventory 
should certainly include the fire 
prevention activities of the fire de- 
partment. Most community groups 
cooperating in activities such as Fire 
Prevention Week will agree to have 
their part in the cooperative effort 
described by the representative of 
the fire department. Fires are so high 
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on the list of causes of fatal and non- 
fatal home accidents that reports 
from fire departments should be a 
very prominent part of the local 
Home Safety Inventory. 


LOCAL HEALTH 
(from page 21) 


and home accident program can 
support each other. 


Does your health department work 
with and assist apartment house 
owners and motel operators to make 
their rental units safe? Often they 
will welcome some assistance to 
lessen the accident burden and the 





ANNOUNCEMENT 
LEAFLET 
AVAILABLE 














H“= you ordered a supply of 
this eye-catching little Inven- 
tory announcement leaflet? It’s 
available to organizations to assist 
them in getting “the word” regard- 
ing the 1956 Home Safety Inven- 
tory to their local clubs. Printed in 
two-color, it explains the purpose of 
the Inventory and encourages all 
groups to participate in this project. 

Quantity .supplies of this an- 
nouncement are available now. Con- 
tact your State Home Safety Inven- 
tory Center and request a sufficient 
number to circularize each of your 
member organizations. 





resultant costs of lawsuits from ten- 
ants. Housing inspection offers a 
wonderful opportunity for the sani- 
tarian to build safety into remod- 
eled homes. 


Many home safety talks are given 
to PTA groups, service clubs, and 
others, but most people are not 
aware of activities in this field unless 
they are recorded. 


Thirty-two State health depart- 
ments are serving as State Home 
Safety Inventory Centers. They are 
not only helping local health depart- 
ments to record their activities, but 
also other organizations, including 
industry. 


Health departments can help to 
promote home safety by keeping a 
record of all home safety activities 
now so that they can be better re- 
corded next January. The health 
department that makes a complete 
Home Safety Inventory report is not 
bragging about its accomplishments, 
but is sharing its experience with 
others to give them ideas and en- 
couragement to do a better home 
safety program. 
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Be Sure You 


INVITE 
EVERYBODY 
INTERESTED 


To Participate 


Will your 1956 Home 
Safety Inventory include: 


I. VOLUNTARY 


ORGANIZATIONS 


[-] CHURCH GROUPS 
{_] All denominations 

[] Civic AND SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS 
{-] Chamber of Commerce 
[] Jaycees 
[] Kiwanis 
[] Lions 


[] FARM GROUPS II. 


[] Farm Bureau 
{] Farmers Union 
{_] Grange 
["] FRATERNAL ORDERS 
(] Elks 
[] Knights of Columbus 
[-] Masons 
[-] Moose 
[] LABorR ORGANIZATIONS 
{] AFL-CIO 
{_] Other independent 
trade unions 
{_] PARENTS’ GROUPS 
[-] Fathers Clubs 
[-] Mothers Clubs 
[] Parent-Teacher 
Associations 
{_] SAFETY COUNCILS 
[_] VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS 
{] American Legion 
[] American Veterans 
Committee 
[] Veterans of Foreign 
Wars 


Of course this list isn’t complete. If you can suggest additions, 


[_] WoMEN’s GROUPS 
[_] Federation of Women’s 
Club affiliates 
[] Women’s Auxiliary 
groups 
[_] YOUTH GROUPS . 
[] Boy Scouts 
[] 4-H 
[-] Girl Scouts 
[] YMCA 
[] Young Men’s 
Jewish Club 
[] YWCA 


HEALTH AND WELFARE 
ORGANIZATIONS AND 
AGENCIES 
{_] HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
[] Environmental 
Sanitation 
[] Health Education 
Division 
{] Maternal and 
Child Health 
(-] Public Health Nursing 


[] MEDICAL ORGANIZATIONS V. 


(] Hospital Associations 

[] Medical Society 

[-] Medical Society 

Auxiliary 

[] Nurses Associations 
[_] SoctaL SERVICE 

ORGANIZATIONS FOR: 

{] Aged 

[] Children 

{_] Disaster victims 

[] Family adjustment 

[_] Lower income groups 
[_] VoLUNTARY HEALTH 

ASSOCIATIONS 


[] Blind 


III. 


IV. 


L] Crippled Children 
C) Deaf 
[] Heart Association 
CL) Polio 


GENERAL INFORMATION 
ORGANIZATIONS 


(.) ADVERTISING COUNCILS 
["] NEWSPAPERS 

[-] PuBuic LIBRARIES 

[] Rapio 

[J] Scuoots 

[] TELEvIsION 


INDUSTRIES 


[] Orr-THE-JOB HOME SAFETY 
PROGRAMS 
{_] WiTH PRODUCTS AFFECTING 
SAFETY IN THE HOME 
[J] Home appliances 
(] Pharmaceutical 
[-] Public utilities 


HOME CONSTRUCTION 
AND MAINTENANCE 
ORGANIZATIONS 


ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS 
BUILDING OFFICIALS 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
HousING AND PLANNING 
COUNCILS 

HOUSING OFFICIALS 
INSURANCE COMPANIES 
AND ASSOCIATIONS 
MORTGAGE LOAN 
ASSOCIATIONS 

MUTUAL SAVINGS AND 
COMMERCIAL BANKS 


O O OO OOOO 


please 


send them now to the Home Safety Division, National Safety Council, 
425 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, IIl. 
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SELF-EVALUATION 
CHECKLIST 


pe EVALUATION is an integral part of all program development, it is natural for organizations 
active in home safety to consciously include it in their planning. To assist those who are inter- 
ested in examining their past and future home safety plans, the Home Safety Inventory this year 
will include a Self-Evaluation Checklist. 

The questions listed below are in a highly tentative form. If you have any improvements or 
additions to suggest, kindly send them to the Home Safety Division of the National Safety Council 
by September 1. 





i epptamwrrsai THE program summary form in itself is an evaluation of your past year’s home safety 
activities. The following questions are intended as a further self-check for your organization. Use 
them as a tool to measure the scope and effectiveness of your home safety efforts. They are intended solely 
for your own use, and need not be returned to the National Safety Council. 

1. In your home safety program are you suggesting activities to people which are possible for 
them to do? 

2. Do you have any system for finding out whether people understand your safety suggestions? 
For example, if you say, “Accidents occur frequently on stairs,” does your audience know what it is 
supposed to do about the stairs? 

3. Were your home safety activities well received? Good audience reaction? Good participa- 
tion? Many requests for literature, etc.? 

4. What ways do you have of telling whether your activities in home safety have created a greater 
awareness of the problem on the part of the average individual in your community? 

5. What specific examples do you have of how your home safety activities have actually helped to 
prevent a home accident? 

6. How have you kept your organization’s home safety objectives specific and within reach (so 
that you can enjoy the success of accomplishment) ? 

7. What attempts have you made to discover whether your community has any unique home 
safety problems, i.e., home safety problems peculiar to your area? (Surveys, morbidity studies, etc.) 

8. How have you attempted to gear your program to your community’s home accident problems? 

9. If you are conducting a major home safety program, do you list your objectives in writing, and 
did you achieve a reasonable part of these objectives in 1956? 

10. Does your home safety program reach into the home and attempt to change attitudes and 
habits in order to change behavior and existing conditions? 

11. Have you made effective use of all informational media in your community in an effort to 
get your message into the home? Newspapers, radio, TV, posters, etc.? 

12. Has the tempo of your home safety activities been an increasing or decreasing one during the 
past 5 years? 

13. For future programs do you maintain a file or record of your home safety activities? 

14. Are you attempting to develop new leadership for the home safety program within your 
organization or community? 

15. What objective data do you have on which to build future home safety programs? 

16. Since evaluation is a continuous process, have you made plans to include this as a working 
part of your home safety program for next year? 

17. Do you have a subscription to the Home Safety Review published by the Home Safety 
Division, National Safety Council? 
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oe Home Sarety Inventory re- 
port form will be concise, ob- 
jective, and to-the-point. No need 
to spend precious hours attempting 
to determine what information is 
desired in a particular question and 
further time composing an answer. 
Editorial proficiency is not required. 

The report form will consist of 
two main sections: (1) a narrative 
description, as the writer would like 
to see it appear in print, of the activ- 
ities a group participated in during 
1956 which involved home safety; 
(2) a short, checklist type of ques- 
tionnaire which will give specific de- 
tails concerning the scope of the 
home safety activities. 


Present plans call for the report 
form to be printed in triplicate: 


@ one copy for the Local Inven- 
tory Center, or State headquarters, 
of the reporting group depending on 
the Inventory organization within 
the State; 


@ one copy for the State Inven- 
tory Center; 


@ one copy for the Home Safety 
Conference in Chicago. 

The uses the various organizations 
will make of their copies are de- 
scribed elsewhere in this issue of the 
Home Safety Review. 

Such items as newspaper clippings, 
pictures of exhibits, and other orig- 
inal materials produced by your own 
organization may be attached to the 
report form. This will help to de- 
scribe the total program more graph- 
ically. So—another reminder to 
program leaders—start saving such 
items now, and check your files for 
the past months for any such items 
which your group developed. 

Information provided should be 
limited to: 


@ home safety (other important 
aspects of safety should not be in- 
cluded) ; 


@ activities conducted during the 
calendar year 1956. 

The narrative portion of the re- 
port form can be confined to one 
side of an 84 by 11 inch piece of 
paper. It need only contain a brief 
report of the highlights of the 
group’s home safety activities. For 
the sake of uniformity in style, the 
following outline is recommended: 


THE 
INVENTORY 
FORM 


I. General description of activi- 
ties which help to prevent home ac- 
cidents. 


II. More detailed description of 
your most successful home safety 
activity. 

III. Description of any tangible 
results as evidence of the effective- 
ness of your 1956 home safety activi- 
ties. 


IV. Plans for future home safety 
activities for your organization. 


Perhaps two narratives submitted 
by program organizations for the 
booklet, Home Safety Inventory 
1955, will serve to illustrate the type 
of narrative wanted, although last 
year the outline presented above was 
not used. 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., 
Inc., Film Dept., Spruance Cello- 
phane, P.O. Box 1559, Richmond 
12. D. W. Tucker, Safety and Pro- 
tection Supervisor 


Program activities include monthly 
features of home and _ off-the-job 
safety, with a series of displays set 
up in the safety and health display 
booth. Subjects covered include haz- 
ards in gardening, electrical equip- 
ment, sports; safe use of hand and 
power tools, power lawn mowers, 
and flammable liquids; fire preven- 
tion; slips and falls; sunburn; televi- 
sion safety. Three puzzle picture 
contests were conducted, one on 
home safety, one on traffic safety, 
and one on public safety. Each 
month seven prizes are given for the 
largest number of unsafe conditions 
found in the month’s puzzle. Over a 
three-month period, the individual 
accumulating the greatest score on 
all three puzzles was awarded a trip 
to the National Safety Congress in 
Chicago. The Phantom contest, con- 


ducted for employees, utilized a 
safety slogan which was posted on 
the bulletin board. Each day, the 
employee who first asked “The 
Phantom” the safety slogan, became 
one of seven contestants for a weekly 
prize. The winner’s family was con- 
tacted by phone, and, if the person 
answering could quote the safety 
slogan correctly, the family won a 
prize in addition to the safety shoes 
won by the contestant. 


This plant employs 1,368 people. 
To date in 1955, two home accidents 
have occurred. 


Happy Homemakers Home Dem- 
onstration Unit, Rt. 1, Garden City. 
Mrs. Gene Sloan, Chairman. 


The Safety program of this Unit 
is divided into five major groups: 
1) family safety; 2) fire and hunt- 
ing safety; 3) Christmas safety; 4) 
home safety; 5) child safety. Pamph- 
lets on vacation safety were distrib- 
uted and, at the County Fair, they 
had a booth showing poisonous 
plants found around the home. 
Members checked homes for fire 
hazards and corrected them. Discus- 
sion on sane Christmas covered light- 
ing of trees and safe toys for chil- 
dren. A safety poster contest for 
children was held and entries were 
judged by officers of the Safety 
Council of Garden City. The win- 
ning posters were displayed in store 
windows. The County health nurse 
showed a film to school children on 
safe play and playground safety, 
and talked to teen-age 4-H-ers on 
baby-sitting safety. The unit held a 
safety quiz for parents and discussed 
every day safety for tiny tots. A 
complete accident report was kept 
throughout the year, which is sent 
to N.S.C. 


The questionnaire portion of the 
report form will be constructed in a 
style which can be statistically tabu- 
lated. This is being done so that 
correlations, cross checking, compari- 
sons, and other types of studies can 
be more easily developed. The ques- 
tions are still tentative, and your 
comments and suggestions are wel- 
comed. If you wish to offer such, 
kindly write the Home Safety Divi- 
sion, National Safety Council, 425 
North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
11, Ill., before September 1. The 
questions as presently planned are 
listed on the following page. 
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on 

| ® 

he Proposed Questions for 

me 

ly 1956 Home Safety Inventory 

on 

sty 1. Were your 1956 home safety activities part of: (1) a long range, continuing 

a program ______, (2) a “one-shot” program ? 

“pi 2. How did you decide on the part of your program that involved activities con- 

: cerned with home safety: (1) felt need by program directors_____, (2) request of 

4 coworkers , (3) survey , (4) follow regular annual pattern_____, (5) sug- 

its e . . 
gestions of parent organization , (6) follow National Safety Council “Blueprint” 

Wiig  ssbhade 

n- 3. Are your home safety activities directed mainly towards: (1) families and indi- 

Y- viduals ______, (2) smaller units of own organization , (3) local organizations 

, (4) State organizations ? 

* 4. If directed at the family, are your home safety activities mainly concerned with: 

it (1) the family as a “whole” , (2) preschool age children______, (3) school age 

t) children , (4) young adults , (5) adults , (6) aged ? 

% 5. Governmental unit in which your organization functions: (1) Nation , (2) 

ey State__ , (3) county 5 (2) ? 

| 6. Approximately what percentage of your total year’s program was devoted to activ- 

me ities which involved safety: (1) 75-100 percent_____, (2) 50-75 percent — ep 

S- 25-50 percent , (4) 0-25 percent____? 

f 7. Approximately what percentage of your entire year’s safety program was devoted 

or to activities involving home safety: (1) 75-100 percent______, (2) 50-75 percent____, 

re (3) 25-50 percent , (4) 0-25 percent ? 

7 8. Please check all organizations with which you cooperated in your 1956 home 

re safety activities: church groups , civic and service organizations , farm groups 

se “i , fire department , fraternal orders , health, welfare, and medical or- 

| ganizations__ , home construction agencies , industries_____, labor organiza- 

a tions , Parents’ groups , press, radio, and TV. , public libraries , 

a schools , social service agencies __, veterans’ organizations , women’s 

r groups , youth groups__, other____? 

>t 9. How many of each of the following home safety activities were conducted by 

at your group during 1956: conferences_____., exhibits , film showings_____, home 
hazard hunts , Meetings , news releases , radio programs , sur- 

7 vey of injuries , TV programs , workshops and/or institutes , others 

a) 

; 10. Approximately how many individuals do you estimate were reached directly 

i- through your group’s home safety activities during 1956? 

ms 11. If you distributed home safety pamphlets, leaflets, etc., approximately how many 

at copies of such materials were distributed in1956? 

l- 12. FOR HEALTH DEPARTMENTS ONLY. Number of home accidents which 

a, occurred during 1956 in the governmental unit in which your department functions: fatal 

; , nonfatal___. 

el 13. FOR INDUSTRIES ONLY. Number of off-the-job home accidents which 

“ occurred to plant employees during 1956: fatal_____, nonfatal , total number of 

e plant employees 
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YOUR REPORT WILL GO PLACES! 


.* January 1957 fill in the report form 

for the 1956 Home Safety Inventory. 
When completed send the appropriate copies 
of it to your: 


Local Home Safety Inventory Center. Here 
it will become a part of your community’s 
report on home safety activities conducted 
locally during 1956. It will provide valuable 
information for future home safety program 
planning and development. Copies of the 
accumulated reports will no 
doubt be mimeographed or (\) 
dittoed and made available [ore on 
MiMEOGRAPH 





to all interested local groups 

and individuals. By January 31, 1957, your 
Local Home Safety Inventory Center will 
mail your report to: 














Your Organization’s State 
Offices. They will want it 
to become a part of their 
record of the local home 
safety programs of their 
member groups. 


Your State Home Safety Inventory Center. 
Along with many other reports from similar 
organizations your report will form the basis 
for a realistic reevaluation of the home safety 
activities in your State. Here too it may be 

tabulated, correlated, and 

finally edited into various 
ae publications for use as the 
eS need dictates and requires. see neett 
Finally, by March 1, 1957, it will be included / ’ ous types 
in the package of all other reports from local why will be done with the aid a. 


The Home Safety Conference of the Na- 
tional Safety Council in Chicago. Various 
studies and tabulations of all the reports 
will be made. Cross-refer- 
ences and checking of vari- 














groups in your State and expressed to: . of statistical tabulating ma- Cy 
chines and the accumulated rausariae] 

findings will be published in 

various publications such as: 


\ 


AX 
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